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Ref: Second Anniversary
“Network Luton Marks its Second Anniversary”

Luton-based business networking group Network Luton marks its Second Anniversary and,
spurred-on by its continuing growth, sets its sights on addressing broader business challenges
faced by the innovative SME business community.

Steve Whiting, Founder of Network Luton and Director of Sub@omic Limited, a Luton-based
web design and development business created the Network in April 2006 as a direct result of a
series of disappointing networking experiences. “All of the events I attended over a 2-3 year
period were crammed full of business people trying blindly to sell to each other and not realising
that this approach to business has all the appeal and success-rate of a cold-call.”

The not-for-profit Network that meets weekly now boasts 60 active Members and exists as a
business networking platform for Members that wish not only to network effectively but to
market their businesses, stimulate referral business and share knowledge. “We operate on a
genuine, informal basis and don’t force upon Members a prescriptive agenda yet we are acutely
aware of our independence and our ability to represent and lobby for the innovative and
entrepreneurial SMEs that are doing business in and around Luton.”

A indication of the Network’s diverse membership can be found on the Members’ page of the
Network Luton website; one of the Members who has enthusiastically supported the Network
since its formation is Matthew Melling, an Associate of Machins Solicitors.

"Network Luton offers a very flexible and enjoyable networking opportunity. The group is
friendly, open and relaxed. The absence of subscription fees, trade exclusivity and pressure
are key. Members can concentrate on genuinely getting to know each other over a period of
time. As far as I am concerned, it is this development of knowledge and trust, which does
not happen overnight, which characterises the group. The results for Machins in terms of
referrals and general business goodwill have been good and steady, just how we like it. |
can heartily recommend - give it a try!" — Matthew Melling, Machins Solicitors.

As the Network develops, it is becoming recognisably different to other Groups as it evolves
along lines of Member needs through the addition of a Members marketing programme and has
plans to develop training activities and create conduits for SMEs doing business in and around
Luton into local and funding authorities. New members are always welcome to join the Network
at its regular Wednesday morning breakfast meeting at The Brache, Osborne Road, Luton; further
information and breakfast reservations can be made via the Network’s top-ranked website.
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About Network Luton

Network Luton was formed in 2006 by Steve Whiting as a platform for business networking. The
Network is a fully independent and a purely not-for-profit organisation that exists solely to
provide networking, marketing and business referral opportunities for its Members. Network
Luton meets for breakfast every week at The Brache, Osborne Road, Luton and Members are free
to attend as frequently as business pressures permit - there is no umbrella business demanding a
large annual subscription, no compulsory conditioning programme and no minimum attendance
criteria.







